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Once upon a time, I was watching TV
while eating a delicious pizza.
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Suddenly I heard a BOOM, BOOM, BOOM 
at my front door.

I wasn’t expecting anyone. I got up to see who it was.
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Before I Got
to the door,

there was 
another
BOOM,
BOOM, 
BANG!

The front 
door had 

just fallen 
at my feet.
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Guess who knocked down my door?
a GIANT ground squirrel! 

And not just
a GIANT ground 

squirrel, it was a 
GIANT, 

TALKING
Ground squirrel

that said, 
“Hi there! 

  Let’s play!”.
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I was so surprised to see
a giant, talking ground squirrel

I did not move an inch. 
It excitedly ran up to my TV.

“I love TV!”, it said. 
But it got too close and broke the TV.



With a quick MUNCH, MUNCH, MUNCH, my pizza was gone 
and the pizza box thrown on the ground.
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I was still so surprised, I hadn’t moved. 

Then the giant ground
squirrel SNIFFED the air

and spotted my pizza. 
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I could hear the THUMP, THUMP, THUMP
of the giant ground squirrels’ feet and my heart sank

when I heard it run into the kitchen.

I finally figured out what to do.
I ran to my bedroom and locked the door. 
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I finally built up my courage and slowly opened the door. 
But no giant ground squirrel was in the hallway. 

After what seemed like forever, I couldn’t hear
the giant ground squirrel any more.

I waited a bit longer…
and a bit more. 
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what a mess! My food was eaten and trash was everywhere! 
But no giant ground squirrel was in the kitchen.

I slowly tip-toed down the hall to the kitchen.
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pizza box on the ground
and muddy paw prints going up the walls!

But no giant ground squirrel was in the living room.

broken TV,

I saw my broken
front door,

I kept going And peeked in my living room.
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As I took a step into the living room,
quicker than lightning,

the ground squirrel 
sprang forward and 

picked me up in its 
HUGE front paws.  

“Let’s play!”,
it shouted.



so I bit the giant paw holding me! It dropped me
and ran out of my house, never to be seen or heard again. 12

I was so scared, I did not know what to do…



El Inesperado (No Tan Agradable) Visitante
PAG 1 - Érase una vez, estaba viendo la televisión mientras comía una pizza deliciosa.

PAG 2 - De repente, escuché un BUM, BUM, BUM en la puerta de mi casa. No esperaba a nadie. Me levanté para 
              ver quién era.

PAG 3 - Antes de llegar a la puerta, hubo otro ¡BUM, BUM, BANG! La puerta acababa de caer a mis pies.

PAG 4 - ¿Adivina quién tumbo mi puerta? ¡Una ardilla terrestre GIGANTE! Y no solo una ardilla terrestre 
             gigante, era una ardilla terrestre gigante que hablaba y decía: “¡Hola! ¡Vamos a jugar!”

PAG 5 - Me sorprendió tanto ver una ardilla terrestre gigante hablando que no me moví ni un centímetro. 
             Corrió emocionado pa mi televison. “¡Me encanta la televisión!”, decía. Pero se acercó demasiado y 
             quebro el televison.

PAG 6 - Todavía estaba tan sorprendida que no me había movido. Entonces la ardilla terrestre gigante ol
              fateó el aire y vio mi pizza. Con un rápido NAM, NAM, NAM, mi pizza desapareció y la caja de pizza fue 
              tirado al suelo.

PAG 7 - Finalmente descubrí qué hacer. Corrí a mi cuarto y cerré la puerta. Escuché el PUM, PUM, PUM de las 
             patas de la ardilla terrestre gigante y mi corazón se hundió cuando la escuché correr pa la cocina.

PAG 8 - Después de lo que me pareció una eternidad, ya no podía oír a la ardilla terrestre gigante. Esperé un 
              poco más… y un poco más. Finalmente me armé de valor y abrí lentamente la puerta. Pero en el 
              pasillo no había ninguna ardilla terrestre gigante.

PAG 9 - Lentamente caminé de puntillas por el pasillo hasta la cocina. ¡Que desastre! ¡Me comieron la 
             comida y había basura por todas partes! Pero en la cocina no había ninguna ardilla terrestre gigante.

PAG 10 - Seguí adelante y llegué a la sala de mi casa. ¡Vi mi puerta rota, mi televison roto, una caja de pizza 
               en el suelo y huellas de patas embarradas en las paredes! Pero en la sala no había ninguna ardilla  
               terrestre gigante.

PAG 11 - De repente, más rápido que un rayo, la ardilla terrestre saltó hacia adelante y me levantó con sus 
               enormes patas delanteras. “¡Vamos a jugar!”, gritó.

PAG 12 - Estaba tan asustada que no sabía qué hacer… ¡así que mordí la pata gigante que me sostenía! Me dejó 
               caer y salió corriendo de mi casa, para no volver a ser visto ni oído nunca más.
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Questions for the reader:
1. Was the giant ground squirrel a good visitor to the house? What did it do that was not-so-nice? 
   (¿La ardilla terrestre gigante fue una buena visitante de la casa? ¿Qué hizo que no fue tan agradable?)

*	 Broke the front door
*	 Broke the TV
*	 Ate the pizza and food in the kitchen
*	 Left trash and a mess in the home
*	 Scared the main character

2. Do you think the giant ground squirrel meant to be a bad visitor?
    (¿Crees que la ardilla terrestre gigante pretendía ser una mala visitante?)

	* It just wanted to play
	* Maybe It didn’t know how to be a good visitor to a human house
	* Maybe it didn’t know that it looked big and scary 

3. When we visit someone’s house, should we be polite and respectful? What if it is the house of an animal?
    (Cuando visitamos la casa de alguien, ¿debemos ser educados y respetuosos? ¿Y si es la casa de un animal?)

	* We should be good visitors to anyone’s house

4. How can we be good visitors to nature, the homes of plants and animals?
    (¿Cómo podemos ser buenos visitantes de la naturaleza, el hogar de plantas y animales?)

	* We should visit our nature friends often! This can be in yards, school playgrounds, parks, and wildlands. 
Nature is everywhere! 

	* We can be respectful of animals’ homes by not hurting them (ex: sticking hands or sticks into burrows 
[homes in the ground], touching bird nests, stepping on ant mounds, etc.)

	* We can be respectful of plants and animals homes by not leaving trash. 
	* We can be sure to not take nature food from animals. Not picking flowers (food for birds, bees, and 
	* butterflies) or collecting acorns (food for squirrels, deer, etc.).  For animals that we can provide food 

for, we make sure it is good for the animals (bird feeders and hummingbird feeders but not feeding bread 
to ducks or leaving pet food out for raccoons or coyotes). 

	* We can be sure to make animals happy and not scared by keeping a safe distance when we see wildlife. We 
don’t pick up wildlife. 
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